                                   ONLINE MATERIALS
All of the material in this list is available on the internet.  I would suggest emailing yourself the entire list and then editing out the parts you don’t need or cut and paste to a word document.  If you are unable to edit the list if it gets entered as a pdf file, I can email you a word copy. Some of the databases with free material have material that isn’t free and the reverse is also true.  

I’m always willing to help you find the appropriate databases for your work and will show you how best to use them.  
Charles Steele, Online Reference Librarian. c-steele@onu.edu 
Hint:  Whenever possible and the database offers it, use the advanced search or the equivalent in which you put in words that must appear in the article rather than doing a natural language search (e.g. tar [and] spot [and] sorghum and not tar spot disease of sorghum). This will cut down on the numbers of irrelevant articles (e.g. tar in cigarettes causes lung disease) resulting from your search and increase the likelihood that the articles retrieved will be what you wanted.   Even Google has an advanced search feature although there are generally better databases you can use.
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FREE SOURCES FOR JOURNAL ARTICLES AND BOOKS:
ABC Chemistry http://www.abc.chemistry.bsu.by/current/fulltext.htm  Titles of free full-text chemical journals and the years covered. It lacks the capacity to search by subject or article title. Of limited use.
Articlesbase http://www.articlesbase.com/ Broad range of free articles. Most articles are of a popular rather than an academic nature.

arXiv http://arxiv.org/  Produced by Cornell University. Access to around six hundred thousand articles in mathematics, physics, computer science, quantitative biology, quantitative finance and statistics.
Bibliomania http://www.bibliomania.com/0/0/frameset.html These free books are mostly established classics.  For example: The Moonstone by Wilkie Collins is one of the earliest detective novels.  Frankenstein by Mary Shelley is another “original.” Other authors well represented are Lewis Carroll, Charles Dickens, Mark Twain, and Joseph Conrad. 
Biodiversity Heritage Library http://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/ The Biodiversity Heritage Library (BHL) is a consortium of 12 natural history and botanical libraries that cooperate to digitize and make accessible the legacy literature of biodiversity held in their collections and to make that literature available for open access and responsible use as a part of a global “biodiversity commons.” BHL also serves as the foundational literature component of the Encyclopedia of Life (EOL). BHL content may be freely viewed through the online reader or downloaded in part or as a complete work in PDF, OCR text, or JPG2000 file formats. 
BioMed Central http://www.biomedcentral.com/ – most, if not all, articles are full text and free. Primarily biology and medicine, but there are sub-databases dealing with chemistry, mathematics, and physics.  The latter two are recent additions and don’t have much in them yet. In order to do advanced searches, you need to register and get a password.  This is free.
Centers For Disease Control and Prevention www.cdc.gov  U.S. Dept. of Health and Human Services. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. An excellent site for public health and safety information. It includes fact sheets, information and CDC journal articles on diseases and chronic conditions, and statistics from the National Center for Health Statistics. The full text of several CDC publications, including "Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report" and "Emerging Infectious Diseases," is also available. 
CEO Express http://www.ceoexpress.com/ CEO Express Company. CEO Express is a mega-site for all things news and business. The four major headings are: "Daily News & Info" (linking to a long list of news and magazine sites), "Business Research," "Office Tools & Travel," and "Breaktime." The Business Research section is extensive, including many sources for company information, stock market news, and business law and legislation. A sampling of other features on the site includes "Time & Weather," "Health," "Track Packages," and "Airlines." 
Child Care & Early Education Research
http://www.childcareresearch.org This valuable portal to data sets and research for many aspects of child care and early education is a collaboration of four authoritative institutions interested in advancing the body of knowledge available to early childhood educators and policymakers: the National Center for Children in Poverty (NCCP), Columbia University, Mailman School of Public Health; the Inter-University Consortium for Political and Social Research (ICPSR); the Child Care Bureau; and the Office of Planning, Research and Education (OPRE), Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

Database Theory http://www.dmoz.org/Computers/Computer_Science/Database_Theory/ This is a collection of databases on computer science.  Some contain free articles, others do not. 

Digital Public Library of America http://dp.la/ This consists of archival material, photographs and books that are now in the public domain (copyright expired).  This is very new database as of 8/13 and material is being added at about half a million entries a week.  Currently, almost the only Philippine materials in there are articles from early 20th century scientific journals, but this could change.  You would use this primarily for historical research if at all.  The database provides links to free aps to help you search it.
Directory of Open Access Books (DOAB) http://www.doabooks.org/.  At last count almost 2200 peer reviewed academic books from 74 publishers. Since the content is free, it’s worth checking to see if it contains books you might want or need to read. Unlike many free book databases, the material in here is not all that old.
Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ) http://www.doaj.org/  Largely scholarly arranged by subject. The articles are free as pdf files, so this is a highly recommended place to start searching.  It includes many, but not all, of the journals covered in such databases as BioMed Central (BMC), The Public Library of Science (PLOS), and many more not covered elsewhere. The Open Science Directory (below) has even more open access journals, but some are not free. You can search by subjects, key words, etc.
E-Turo http://e-turo.org. E-Turo is a Philippine education database produced by Vibal Foundation.  It contains free educational materials in a number of disciplines from basic education to science, mathematics and the social sciences.  E-Turo has three levels of content: (1) curricula and learning strategies; (2) lesson plans; (3) enrichment exercises on levels ranging from pre-school through high school.  If you are an education major you should definitely check this one out.

ERIC http://www.eric.ed.gov/  Excellent source for articles and other materials related to education on all levels (preschool through university). Journal articles may or may not be free. You can limit your results to free, full text articles.
Europeana http://www.europeana.eu/portal/ Tons of stuff on a wide range of topics. Not all in English. Subject matter tends to be of a cultural rather than of a scientific nature.
FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization – United Nations) http://www.fao.org/ Contains a large amount of free material on food production, food safety, fisheries, etc.  
Find Articles at BNET http://findarticles.com/ The articles here tend to be more of a popular than scholarly nature. However, there are many articles on business and economics.
FreeComputerBooks.com http://freecomputerbooks.com/ Also has lecture notes and journal articles.
Free Medical Journals http://www.freemedicaljournals.com It gives the date of when a journal’s articles become free (e.g. after 6 months, etc.) and a list of those journals.   Unless you’re looking for information in a specific journal year or issue, you’d probably be better off searching PubMed Central for free articles.

Google Book Search http://books.google.com/googlebooks/about.html Many full text rare and important books. Not all books here are free, but if they are in the public domain (the copyright has expired) they probably are. 
Highwire Press http://highwire.stanford.edu/lists/freeart.dtl  This is a great source for academic journals.  Many of the articles aren’t free for a stated period of time (embargo).  Note that for developing economies including the Philippines that certain journals articles become free sooner than they are for developed economies.   Beside the citation is the price for printing the article.  If there is no price, then it’s free. See also Stackly  http://stackly.org/s for a way to organize these and other items.
Labordoc http://labordoc.ilo.org/. The ILO or International Labor Organization database looks at economics from the workers’ viewpoint. If you need information on various aspects of labor including forced labor, the informal sector, etc. it is an excellent source complete with an email address to which you may send questions.

LibriVox, http://librivox.org/
This site provides free access to the audio version of the classics found in the public domain. Most of the texts come from the Project Gutenberg site and include a variety of authors such as Dickens, Victor Hugo, James Joyce, Mark Twain, and Tolstoy. Volunteers provide the audio to the numerous works founds in this resource. Visitors can search the LibriVox Catalog to search a title or author. They can also view recently added titles or browse the entire collection. There are also audiobooks in other languages including German, French, Italian, Japanese, Chinese, and Spanish just to name a few. All audio files can be accessed on a computer or downloaded to any MP3 or portable audio player. They are available in a variety of MP3 or other audio formats. An entire work or individual chapters can be downloaded. This site should also help individuals who want to improve their foreign language and/or reading skills.
Author/Publisher: LibriVox

Medline Plus http://medlineplus.gov/– More for public or consumer use than for research. It includes a medical dictionary, a medical encyclopedia, and articles in a number of languages including Tagalog. 
National Academies Press (US) http://www.nap.edu/ This is a gold mine of a database with over 4,000 books available to download for free. These are publications by the National Academy of Sciences, the National Academy of Engineering, the Institute of Medicine, and the National Research Council. There is no practical way to list all the subjects covered, so check out their homepage. Under Publications and Reports on the National Academy of Sciences homepage http://www.nas.edu/ you can get free copies of journal articles including the highly respected Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences (PNAS).
National Center for Complementary and Alternative Medicine http://nccam.nih.gov/ National Center for Complementary and Alternative Medicine, National Institutes of Health. This database provides reliable information on non-traditional medicine such as herbal, acupuncture, and massage therapy.  Many unsubstantiated “cures” can be found on the web.

Networked Digital Library of Theses and Dissertations http://www.ndltd.org/ This is a digital collection of master’s theses and doctoral dissertations.  It is a bit complicated to use, so you might want to read the instructions or see me before using it.  
NSTA (National Science Teachers Association) http://www.nsta.org/publications/freebies.aspx Journal articles on teaching science.
OMICS International http://omicsonline.org/about.php.  Look at all the subjects covered in the 500+ journals  and conference proceedings containing free articles and see if you can’t find something of use to you.  Subjects:  Agri, Food, Aqua & Vet, Business & Management, Chemical Engineering, Chemistry, Clinical, Dental & Oral Health, Earth & Environmental Sciences, EEE (Electrical and Electronic Engineering), Engineering, Genetics & Molecular Biology, Immunology & Microbiology, Mathematics, Medical, Neurology & Psychiatry, Nursing & Health, Obesity & Diabetes, OMICS, Oncology and Cancer Therapeutics, Pharma, Physics, Social & Political Science. OMICS Group is a scientific organization that drives the progress of research through open access journals and organizes international conferences.
Online Books Page http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/ This database is a good source for both full text books and free journals.  Produced by the University of Pennsylvania.

Open CRS http://opencrs.com/ Open CRS, Center for Democracy & Technology. CRS stands for the (US) Congressional Research Service.  While most of the material is about the US, there is a fair amount of foreign policy, politics, and economics in there.
Open J-Gate http://www.openj-gate.com/Search/QuickSearch.aspx J-Gate requires a subscription, but Open J-Gate is free and gives access to thousands of open access (free) journal articles.  Subjects covered include almost any you would expect to be taught in a large university.  It is produced in India so the spelling and terminology have a British flavour. Because many of the same crops and social problems are found there as here, it is well worth checking out. It has been offline for over a year and claims it will return “soon.” 
Open Science Directory http://atoz.ebsco.com/subjects.asp?id=8623&sid=96113077&TabID=3 Don’t let the title fool you. You should use this database to search for free journals in a wide variety of listed subject areas – not all articles are scientific in nature.  It has links to different database sites where those journals are available and you can, depending upon the degree of sophistication of that database, search by subject.  Not all the journals are free and not all the links given are accessible in the Philippines.
Petrucci Music Library Petrucci Music Library/IMSLP Finally there is a place to find free sheet music online. Petrucci Music Library is a collaborative virtual library of public domain music scores. It currently includes more than twenty thousand works from three thousand composers, with new works added every month. It also includes MP3 (audio) files of many works.  The material here is primarily but not exclusively classical.
Philippine eLib. http://www.elib.gov.ph/bsearch.php    We do not currently belong to this organization, but there are some open access databases to which you can have access. Some of the databases listed there have been described elsewhere in this list.  There are some broken links, so don’t panic. This is worth checking out.
Philippine Journals Online http://www.philjol.info Free, full text, 34 journals, about 1200 articles.  Most of the articles are available as pdf files.  It’s a good place to search for specific journals or articles, but not a good place for research or information from abroad.

Poetry Tool http://www.poetryfoundation.org/archive/poetrytool.html This is an excellent resource for finding poems in full text and finding articles about poetry and poets. The Poetry Tool site can be searched or browsed by category, occasion, geographic area, first line, time period, or popularity of a poem. There are articles, hundreds of podcasts, as well as audio versions of poems sometimes read by the poet. 
ProCon.org – Pros and Cons of Controversial Issues http://www.procon.org/ProCon.org attempts to provide unbiased information on a wide range of issue.  Some of the issues covered are only of interest to US citizens, but others are disputed throughout the world.  It’s a great place to look if you need to make a persuasive presentation.
Project Gutenberg www.promo.net/pg/. Michael Hart. Over 6,000 titles now in the public domain have been posted to the site. Texts available include light literature (Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Edgar Rice Burroughs), heavy literature (such as the works of Shakespeare), and reference sources such as almanacs, encyclopedias, and dictionaries. 
Public Library of Science http://www.plos.org/  It contains only a few journals at present including one on tropical diseases. The articles are free.  This and BioMed Central (BMC) may represent the future of some areas of scientific publication. 
PubMed Central http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/ Contains free medical journal articles. Don’t confuse this with PubMed. Because this lacks as good an advanced search capacity as PubMed, you might want to do an advanced search PubMed and limit your results to free articles.  In fact, PubMed will automatically provide you with a list of free full text articles once you have completed your search. It can export citations in the MLA, APA or AMA formats.
RefSeek http://www.refseek.com/site/about.html An academically orientated search engine. This is a very good site containing many full text articles in a very wide range of subjects.  I would recommend trying it BEFORE you try Google Scholar. Most of the material is free. Read the instructions. You can search for an exact combination of words by putting them in quotation marks (e.g. “reading instruction”).  That way you won’t get reading in one part of an article and instruction in another. You may also limit your search to documents (articles) as opposed to web sites AND documents.
Scitation http://scitation.aip.org/  Journals, primarily scientific, published by the American Institute of Physics. 

Shakespeare http://shakespeare.mit.edu/ His complete works.
Shakespeare Online http://www.shakespeare-online.com/  This is for searching within his works for a character, quote, etc.  

Science Links Japan http://sciencelinks.jp/j-east/  Free English translations of Japanese journals in a number of scientific fields.  It’s well worth looking into. Not all materials are free.
Science.ph http://www.science.ph/ DOST Articles of a scientific and science educational nature for Filipinos.  It appears as though the site is still undergoing some construction and special training is required of librarians before a library can have access to some features.  

SICS (Swedish Institute of Computer Science) http://eprints.sics.se/ Free articles.
United States and its Territories 1870-1925: The Age of Imperialism http://quod.lib.umich.edu/p/philamer/ An excellent online source from the University of Michigan of digitized documents and photographs on Philippine governance during those years.  Actually, the American governing documents only go up to about 1910.    
University of Adelaide eBooks  eBooks @ Adelaide Literary classics, often the translations are quite old.  In addition to books, poetry and essays may be found there.  If you’ve never read Swift’s “A Modest Proposal,” do so.  Better satire is hard to find.
University of Florida Digital Collections (UFDC) http://ufdc.ufl.edu/.  This is an extremely large database from the George A. Smathers Libraries of the University of Florida.  It has over 8 million pages of free documents.  Collections is the key word as you might well be interested in Agriculture, Asian or World Studies but have no interest in Florida history.  There is a good search engine with the database.  It’s worth checking out.

W3schools.com  http://www.w3schools.com/ Free web building tutorials and other useful information dealing with computer languages, characters, browsers, etc.

WikiLeaks http://mirror.wikileaks.info WikiLeaks.  This database made headlines in 2010 when it leaked some US diplomatic cables.  This organization tries to make public information that governments, businesses, and other organizations would just as soon suppress.  This can be a force for either good or ill.  The organization does try to make sure that leaked information doesn’t put innocent lives in danger.
THESE DATABASES MAY BE SEARCHED FOR FREE, BUT THE ARTICLES ARE NOT FREE MORE OFTEN THAN NOT. 
NOTE: There is a pretty good change that the Online Reference Librarian will be able to get many of the articles for which you would have to pay for free. If he can, you should have them in about a week.
A word on Embargoes:  Many journals will allow you to download articles from past issues of a journal for free, but not from the current ones.  This is known as an embargo.  Depending on the journal’s policy, the length of the embargo can be anywhere from one to five years.  If a journal looks interesting to you, but they want 1500PHP for their current articles, don’t panic.  Older articles from that journal may be free.
Agricola http://agricola.nal.usda.gov/ One of the best agriculture databases around.  The articles may or may not be free.  If the article is published by the U.S. government, it probably is free. See also PubAg http://pubag.nal.usda.gov/pubag/home.xhtml 
American Chemical Society ACS Publications http://pubs.acs.org/index.html For searching for chemical information.  The search capacity is limited, but includes all ACS journals. The articles are not free. 
AskAway Virtual Reference Wiki http://askawaybc.pbworks.com/Free+Databases A list of databases you can search for information.  It’s a long list and some databases are described as separate entries in this list.  
Association for Computing Machinery (ACM) http://www.acm.org/publications   For searching for articles on computing.  
Google http://www.google.com/ UNLESS OTHER SOURCES FAIL, DON’T USE THIS. Try RefSeek, the Directory of Open Access Journals, Open J-Gate, the Open Science Directory, or Google Scholar first.  Google is good, but you’ll get better, more reliable, more academically oriented material if you use the above databases among others. If you must use it, try the advanced search.
Google Scholar http://scholar.google.com/ Google with a college education.  In theory the information herein comes from scholarly journals. By using this rather than Google, you get less material of questionable value and accuracy.
Greenfile (things environmental). http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/search?vid=1&hid=101&sid=326d9d0c-6c3a-40ea-8781-3828b557f642%40sessionmgr104 You have to register and much of the material isn’t free.
Hathi Trust http://www.hathitrust.org/home This database is a very large repository of both copyrighted and open access (free) materials.  Use it if you can’t find what you’re looking for elsewhere, is unlikely to be still under copyright, or is a government or NGO publication. Read the instructions.
IEEE Xplore (for looking for electrical and electronic engineering material) Articles not free. http://ieeexplore.ieee.org/Xplore/guesthome.jsp  Recent changes make searching this database difficult.  You can search journal tables of contents, but advanced searches are no longer possible.
IRRI (International Rice Research Institute) Homepage. http://beta.irri.org/index.php/Home/Welcome/Frontpage.html If you’re working on rice related projects, you doggone well better use this site.  In addition to their own materials they provide links to online journals many of which are free. Check out their library page’s virtual reference desk.  There are quite a few free information sites on it.
Library, Information Science & Technology Abstracts. http://www.ebscohost.com/academic/library-information-science-technology-abstracts-with-full-text  Self-explanatory.
National Library of Medicine Homepage. http://www.nlm.nih.gov/.  It often contains information of interest. They are the producers of PubMed, Medline and other health related databases.  It’s worth looking at.

NCBI (National Center for Biotechnology Information) http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/. Many of the long list of databases contained within this site are of no use to anyone not doing some pretty advanced research.  Other databases like PubMed Central (free articles and annotated elsewhere) are well worth your effort.  There is a list of  the databases you can search, or you can search all of them at the same time.  Not all articles are free.  If you are doing research on genomes, proteins, biotechnology, etc. give it a try.

Open Library http://openlibrary.org/ Internet Archive. This is an ongoing project the aim of which is to have a web page for every book ever published along with a description of the book and its availability.  Not all books cited are free or accessible.   
PubMed http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/ Contains Medline.  This is THE best source for biomedical information. You can do advanced searches here and limit your results to free articles which overcomes PubMed Central’s lack of as good an advanced search capacity.
Science and Technology Sources on the Internet http://www.library.ucsb.edu/istl/01-winter/internet.html Some databases have free articles, most don’t.  They can all be searched for free. The author has annotated these databases. Some are already in this list.  There are too many databases to add to this list, so check it out for yourself.
SciFlo http://sciflo.jpl.nasa.gov/ Heavy on earth and environmental science.  Produced by NASA.
Scirus.http://www.scirus.com “Scirus is the most comprehensive science-specific search engine on the Internet. Driven by the latest search engine technology, Scirus searches over 370 million science-specific Web pages, enabling you to quickly…” (or so Elsevier, its producer, says)  It IS a great search engine, but the articles are not necessarily free or full text.

Teacher Reference Center (educational K-12) http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/search?vid=1&hid=2&sid=5b7cc739-19b3-4f5a-bd80-72411e854f4f%40SRCSM2 Free registration, but not all articles are free.  Try the ERIC database first.
REFERENCE DATABASES: These are mostly sources of information and not books or journal articles. 
 Abbreviations.com http://www.Abbreviations.com An extensive collection of hundreds of thousands of acronyms, abbreviations, and initialisms arranged by broad areas (e.g., Medical, Internet, International, Community). Each area is further broken down into more specific, browsable categories such as Veterinary, Emoticons, or Non-Profit. The International area is multilingual, featuring hundreds of entries in Spanish, German, French, and other languages. 
About.Com http://www.about.com/ This is a search engine which will take you to various databases and articles. One subset of this database is designed for those for whom English is a second language.

AF: Acronym Finder http://www.acronymfinder.com/  If you want to know what an acronym or initialism such as MILF stands for, you may be able to find it here.  In the case of MILF there are nine citations one of which is given in the “polite form.”
AJR Newslink http://www.newslink.org/ (American Journalism Review) Newslink, offering links to newspapers, broadcaster, magazines and joblink advertising, is available at http://www.newslink.org/. AJR, containing news and columns from the American Journalism Review Magazine, is available from http://ajr.org/
ALA Recommended Websites (American Library Association) http://www.ala.org/ala/aboutala/offices/library/alarecommends/recommendedwebsites.cfm This contains a tremendous number of websites many of which I annotated and are in this list.  However, I only listed the databases I thought might be of use to the faculty, staff, and students of VSU.  I’m not psychic, so if you can’t find a database that suits your information needs, check this out. Lest I be accused of plagiarism, I will confess that I used large portions of the annotations provided by the ALA reviewers when adding their databases to this list. 
Alibris http://www.alibris.com/ In case you wanted to see if that old book you have is actually worth something. 

All-Music Guide http://www.allmusic.com/ and All Classical Guide http://www.allclassical.org Comprehensive guides to all forms of popular and classical music. The sites are searchable by artist name, album or song title, music genre, or record label. Detailed biographies, reviews, and links to other Internet resources are offered for most artists. Discographies include detailed credits which are hyperlinked to other entries for performers or production personnel. Overviews of genres trace the development of musical styles and identify key artists and albums. 
All Recipes http://allrecipes.com/  All Recipes contains over 25,000 recipes primarily submitted and reviewed by amateur home cooks. Recipes can be retrieved through a well-placed keyword search box or by consulting the All recipes Recipe Collections index that includes thirty subject categories ranging from appetizer to vegetarian. This index also features links to "Recipes of the Day" and "Top Ten Recipes." The web site offers free site registration where members can submit their own recipes to the web site community, rate and review recipes, compile shopping lists and save favorite recipes in their private online recipe box. 
Answers.com http://www.answers.com/ This is an online encyclopedia.
Art & Architecture Thesaurus
http://www.getty.edu/research/conducting_research/vocabularies/aat
AATO contains more than 125,000 terms covering “fine art, architecture, decorative arts, archival materials, and material culture” and is more than a thesaurus, including brief definitions (the searchable “notes” field) and an impressive, easily navigable hierarchical tree. Extensive and still growing, it includes historic and contemporary terms. Any concept can list numerous variants (e.g., alternate spellings, plural form, synonyms) and may include brief citations for bibliographic sources and contributors.  AATO’s sister databases from Getty, Union List of Artist Names Online http://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabulary/ulan/ (220,000+ terms) and Getty Thesaurus of Geographic Names Online http://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabulary/tgn/ (1,000,000+ terms), are similarly designed. . 
Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations (1919 ed.) http://www.bartleby.com/100/ There have been many things said that are worth quoting since 1919, so don’t use this as your only source for quotations.
Britannica.com http://www.britannica.com  The complete text of the Encyclopædia Britannica along with selected magazine articles from more than 70 magazines and current U.S. and international news from Washingtonpost.com. Annotated Web sites relevant to one's search terms are also included. The sites are reviewed and rated by the Britannica editors. 
Cell Biology Animation http://johnkyrk.com/  This is a good source for understanding basic concepts of cell biology such as pH, mitosis, etc.  It is limited, but well illustrated and explained.  

Chan Robles Law Firm http://www.chanrobles.com  This contains a virtual law library, Philippine Laws, practice questions for bar exams.  This should be of limited use to VSU.

Chemical Hazards Emergency Medical Management http://chemm.nlm.nih.gov/ I hope you never need this one, but it contains “what to do” information for first responders, hospitals, etc.  There are manuals which can be downloaded and should be if you happen to be in a profession where chemical emergencies are not an unheard of thing.

CNET.com  http://www.cnet.com  CNET contains extensive reviews of new hardware and software products, a list of Internet Service Providers (with a review of each), tech news and tech stock information for investors, free software downloads, web development tips for beginners and experts, and a help and how-to page. This site is easy to navigate and packed with practical information. 
The Cook's Thesaurus http://www.switcheroo.com. A cooking encyclopedia that covers thousands of ingredients and kitchen tools. Entries include pictures, descriptions, synonyms, pronunciations, and suggested substitutions.  This thesaurus is intended for a general audience providing a subject guide as well as a search feature. 
Cyberschoolbus http://www.un.org/Pubs/CyberSchoolBus/ United Nations Statistics Division A resource for primary and secondary school educators developing curricula focused on global concerns such as peace, poverty and work. For up to five UN member states, InfoNation allows users to compare statistical data drawn from the World Statistic’s Pocketbook, Statistical Yearbook and Demographic Yearbook. “Country at a Glance” allows users to view statistics on the population, economy, health, technology, and environment as well as current news for a single member state. 

Devil’s Dictionary http://thedevilsdictionary.com/?A or http://www.alcyone.com/max/lit/devils/m.html  by Ambrose Bierce – even more cynical than Mark Twain. He was also a superb short story writer. His definitions of words are classic and very funny.  Strictly for fun.
Discovery School http://school.discoveryeducation.com/ Comprised of a wide range of educational resources designed to make a positive impact on student learning at the primary and secondary levels. Teachers, students, and parents will find hundreds of lessons, interactive games, and brain boosters, plus a puzzlemaker tool, lesson plan library, gallery of clip art, and science fair central. Kathy Schrock’s Guide for Educators and the classroom materials are especially useful resources for aspiring teachers.  
Dynamic Periodic Table http://www.ptable.com/. This website is an interactive periodic table with "dynamic layouts showing names, electrons, oxidation, trend visualization, orbitals, and isotopes." There is a search engine where users can search for compounds, formulas, elements, etc. This periodic table can be used as a quick reference or for more in-depth research. The site pulls information from Wikipedia and WebElements and also provides photos, videos, and podcasts for the different elements. The site is easy to navigate, tablet friendly, visually appealing, available in multiple languages, and has a flexible interface.
Author/Publisher: Michael Dayah

E-how http://www.ehow.com/ E-how, Inc.  E-how provides “clear instructions on how to do (just about) anything”. E-how covers a very wide variety of subjects ranging from how to play the kazoo, kiss on a date, or create a tile mosaic, to how to fix your car. For anyone who has felt that with just a little knowledge and a little courage “I could do that myself.”

Earthtrends: the Environmental Information Portal
http://earthtrends.wri.org/ World Resources Institute
This database focuses on issues of sustainable development and the environment. It includes data from over 40 internationally recognized sources, including international and national agencies as well as private corporations and organizations. This attractive and well laid-out site includes time series for over 200 countries and 500 variables in subjects ranging from agriculture and food, biodiversity, climate, economics, business and the environment, energy, population, and water resources. The site also offers country profiles, maps, selected articles, and links to related information. Free registration is required to view some data. 

Electronic Information for Libraries  http://www.eifl.net/cps/sections/home George Soros Foundation.  Not much use without good, reliable, and open internet connections, but should prove very valuable for a library wishing to increase its online offerings.

Elemental Data Index http://www.nist.gov/pml/data/edi.cfm  The Elemental Data Index provides access to the holdings of NIST Physics Laboratory online data organized by element.  It is intended to simplify the process of retrieving online scientific data for a specific element from various online databases, including atomic spectroscopy, atomic data, x-ray absorption, and nuclear data. For some of the databases, the data is immediately retrieved; for others, the retrieval form is provided with the element entered in the form, but additional options must be selected in order to retrieve the data. Each of the databases can be individually accessed from the Physics Laboratory's Physical Reference Data page. The information on this site serves as a complement to the WebElements Periodic Table http://www.webelements.com/ 

Encyclopedia.com http://www.encyclopedia.com/ Gateway to a number of encyclopedias, dictionaries, and other reference works. 

The Encyclopedia Mythica http://www.pantheon.org/mythica M.F. Lindemans, sponsored by Ultimum-IT. "An encyclopedia on mythology, folklore, legends, and more." The Mythology section covers 23 different cultural mythologies ranging from Aboriginal to Roman with articles and definitions of varying length. Characters or events mentioned within one article are linked to the corresponding full-length article entry. Articles may be submitted by anyone, but there is a long list of contributing editors who verify and edit information accepted for the site. There is a 260-image gallery of mythological creatures and the genealogy tables (some of which are under construction) provide information for the major mythical families. 
Epicurious
http://eat.epicurious.com/ CondéNet Search for recipes by keyword, watch cooking instruction videos, or browse recipes and articles by theme. What sets Epicurious apart from many other web recipe sites is the fact that most of the recipes included come from two highly regarded cooking magazines -, Bon Appétit and Gourmet. Many others come from cookbooks. 

FAOSTAT http://faostat.fao.org/ Produced by the Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations.  This contains a number of statistical databases from forestry to food prices.

Filipiniana.net  http://filipiniana.net A good source for all things Pinoy.  Culture, history, science, upcoming events are covered.  This is not a government site, but that of a non-profit organization.  
FindSounds http://www.findsounds.com/types.html Unless you need sound effects for some reason, you probably won’t need this database unless you’re just plain curious as to what an alligator, Porsche or machine gun sounds like.

Foreignword.com http://www.foreignword.com You can look up an English word and get the Cebuano or Tagalog equivalent.  It won’t have all the words you need, but it helps.  You can, of course, do the reverse and translate into Gringo or a whole raft of other languages.
Free Dictionary http://www.thefreedictionary.com/ In addition to being a dictionary and thesaurus it has links to medical, legal, financial, acronyms, idioms, and an encyclopedia or two and dictionaries in other languages.

GenEd http://geneed.nlm.nih.gov This genetics education database is produced by US National Library of Medicine ad is primarily for teachers and students in grades 9-12. Teachers can get free material and students can find reliable information.

Google Earth http://earth.google.com/intl/en/index.html Free maps and directions.  You must download it.

Hospitality (Business Reference Services Section – References and User Services Association Division of the American Library Association) http://brass.libguides.com/hospitality. This web page has quite a bit of information on the Hospitality Industry.  Much, but not all is free.  This includes Hotel Administration, Travel and Tourism, Food and Beverage Service, Convention and Event Planning, and Gaming and Casinos.  
Household Products Database http://householdproducts.nlm.nih.gov
National Library of Medicine, National Institutes of Health, Department of Health & Human Services. The Household Products Database “links over 14,000 consumer products to health effects from Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) provided by the manufacturers.” You can find out what ingredients are in a product and how much of it it contains and the chronic or acute effects it might have on you.  A consumer or scientist can search or browse by product name, chemical, or MSDS. One feature is the ability to highlight a word or phrase on the product information page and generate an automatic search of TOXNET http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov/ simply by clicking on the button provided.
Human Body Maps, http://www.healthline.com/human-body-maps
This site allows visitors to explore the human body in 3-D. By mousing over the male or female body provided on the landing page, users can learn more about many aspects of human anatomy. Bodies can be rotated around and viewed through different layers such as the circulatory or the lymphatic system. Clicking on the head for example, provides images and information on that area of the body from the brain to the muscular structure, to arteries and nerves. All body parts and systems have labels that can be viewed or hidden. A search feature also allows users to look up a particular body part or system. Embedded links to additional resources complement the interactive models. Author/Publisher: Healthline Networks, Inc.

Industry Research Desk  www.virtualpet.com/industry Polson Enterprises. The Industry Research Desk brings together an extensive set of online tools, most freely available, for researching industries, markets, companies, and manufacturing processes. Included are links to portals for individual industries, home pages for specific manufacturing processes (like welding), search engines, and office tools (like phone books, shipping information, and maps). Unique to this site are step-by-step guides to finding information on a specific industry or company, including information on related print resources available in many libraries.  
Information Please http://www.infoplease.com/  A ready reference source with material from the Information Please Almanac, the ESPN Information Please Sports Almanac, and the A&E Entertainment Almanac as well as the Random House Webster's College Dictionary and The Columbia Encyclopedia. The main page is designed for quick access with both a search form and an index of hot links under nine broad topics. Other handy features include: facts behind the news, today in history, a biography search and phone and email directories.

Information You Can Trust ipl2: Information You Can Trust  ipl2: Information You Can Trust, features a searchable, subject-categorized directory of authoritative websites; links to online texts, newspapers, and magazines; special sections for kids and teens; and ipl2-generated special collections on a variety of topics (literary criticism, hurricane preparedness, Italian ready reference). The Ask an ipl2 Librarian online reference service is also available. With its wealth of reliable information, ipl2 is great site for all ages.
International Business Statistics Database | globalEDGE    http://globaledge.msu.edu/resourcedesk/dibs/  Michigan State University Self explanatory. You need to register to use this and have an academic email address.  I am registered so you may use my computer to access this database.

International Monetary Fund (IMF) http://www.imf.org  Good source for research on world economics as well as individual countries.  Most of the material is free.
Internet Archive Book Images https://www.flickr.com/photos/internetarchivebookimages/ I'm not sure if this will be of any use to anyone or not. There are over a million free digital images from books printed between 1500 and 1922 (when copyright becomes a problem).  You may have to register to make full use of this, but the registration is also free.  You would use it to illustrate a paper or see what the heck a particular thing or person looks like. It is produced by the Flickr division of Yahoo.
The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species http://www.iucnredlist.org/
International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources. Self explanatory.  It gives the habitat, status, reason for listing and includes the Philippine eagle, Arabian oryx, and an ever increasing number of organisms, but not the Southern Eccentric, Honest Man, or Good Woman. The latter three may be too near extinction to bother listing. 
Journalist's Resource, http://journalistsresource.org/ 
The Journalist's Resource project is run by staff and graduate students at the Harvard Kennedy School.  It offers access to scholarly reports and papers on a wide range of topics of interest to media practitioners, educators, students and others. To be included, research must generally be empirically based, peer-reviewed, published and the product of a major university, government body or nonpartisan research organization. The reference section offers information, and links to online tutorials, on core journalism skills such as interviewing, style, ethics and more. The site also offers syllabi for educators.
Author/Publisher: Joan Shorenstein Center on the Press, Politics and Public Policy-Harvard University
`
Khan Academy http://www.khanacademy.org/ The idea for this site started when Salman Khan was asked to tutor a relative in mathematics.  It is a non-profit, one-man operation.  If you are having problems understanding some concept in an academic discipline (almost anything from Algebra to Zoology) there may be a short free tutorial available on YouTube.  This site and its founder have been featured on national broadcasts in the U.S.  Mr. Khan holds degrees in business administration, electrical engineering, computer science and mathematics.  This database and its founder are a little short of amazing.
Knowledgestream http://www.knowledgestream.org/kstream/index.asp A variety of different audio and video lectures.  Ohio based and biased.  

LAWPHiL Project http://lawphil.net Philippine laws and jurisprudence databank.  Contains the constitution and laws and other legal matters.  Good light reading.
Learn Genetics http://learn.genetics.utah.edu/   University of Utah produced this and it mostly contains information you should have learned in your first year course in genetics or biology.  It’s a good place to go to refresh your memory or gain a better understanding of a bothersome concept.

Map of Life http://www.mappinglife.org/  This is a new (2012) database which is being updated and expanded constantly.  It gives the location of where different species of animal s (mammals, fish, birds, reptiles and amphibians) are found.

Martindle’s “The Reference Desk” http://www.martindalecenter.com/ James Martindale has maintained this extraordinary reference resource site since 1994. The resource covers a wide range of topics including international business, astronomy, entertainment, and the arts, that are divided into "Information Centers" for easier browsing. While this virtual reference desk covers everything from world postal maps to periodic tables to British poets, its organization does require some patience to use.
Math Forum http://mathforum.org Drexel University.  A comprehensive resource for Math education assistance. The site contains hands-on web learning tools, lesson plans, and activities for pre-kindergarten through college courses. There is also a section, “Teacher2Teacher,” aimed at parents as well as teachers who have questions about teaching mathematics. Other helpful features are online lesson plans, divided by grade, and the Internet Mathematics Library which contains links to other math web sites. The Ask Dr. Math section is extremely helpful for librarians who field a lot of homework help questions. There is a searchable archive of answers to posted questions about mathematics from students from elementary school through college. If the answer can’t be found in the archive, then the question can be sent to Dr. Math for a response.
Measure 4 Measure http://www.thegateway.org/ Judi Wolinsky. Measure for Measure is "a collection of interactive sites on the web that estimate, calculate, evaluate, translate, etc.;" i.e., it is a collection of links to sites that actually perform calculations, doing the work for you. The site is divided into the categories: "Science/Math," "Health," "Finance," and "A Measure of Everything Else." Some examples of the calculators Measure 4 Measure links to include: Area Equivalents, to convert between square units; capacitance, to convert between various units; calorie calculators and loan payment calculators. 

Martindle’s “The Reference Desk Medline plus Dictionary (a dictionary of medical terms) http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/mplusdictionary.html
Medline plus A.D.A. M. Encyclopedia http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/encyclopedia.html Over 4,000 articles about diseases, tests, symptoms, injuries, and surgeries. Many entries are illustrated. 

Medpedia http://www.medpedia.com/ A very new source of medical information.
Merck Manual http://www.merck.com/mmhe/index.html Information on prescription drugs.  It is kept fairly up-to-date.
Merriam Webster Online http://www.merriam-webster.com  Good online dictionary with thesaurus and medical dictionary as well.  This is an American English dictionary as opposed to English English.  

Museum of Online Museums http://www.coudal.com/moom/ From wine labels to Van Gogh. You would be amazed at what sorts of collections exist. 
National Institute of Mental Health http://www.nimh.nih.gov/
If you’re working with mental health, mental disease, behavioral disorders and similar issues, you’d be crazy not to check this site.

National Statistical Coordination Board (Philippines) http://www.nscb.gov.ph/  Keeps track of a wide variety of statistical records. 

National Statistical Office (Philippines) http://www.census.gov.ph/ Official government statistics.

NIST Chemistry WebBook http://webbook.nist.gov/chemistry/
P.J. Linstrom and W.G. Mallard, eds. This National Institute of Standards and Technology contains thermochemical data for over 7000 organic and small inorganic compounds, reaction thermochemistry data for over 8000 reactions, IR spectra for over 16,000 compounds, mass spectra for over 15,000 compounds, UV/Vis spectra for over 1600 compounds, electronic and vibrational spectra for over 4500 compounds, constants of diatomic molecules (spectroscopic data) for over 600 compounds, ion energetics data for over 16,000 compounds and thermophysical property data for 34 fluids. There are numerous ways to search for data on specific compounds including name, chemical formula, CAS registry number, molecular weight, chemical structure, or selected ion energetics and spectral properties. 
Nutrition.gov http://www.nutrition.gov/ National Agricultural Library, Food and Nutrition Information Center (US).This site answers numerous nutrition related questions, provides helpful hints on planning nutritional meals, the nutritional and caloric values of a particular food, food recalls, and food safety.
OAIster http://www.oaister.org/ University of Michigan Digital Library Production Service (DLPS). This is another gateway for digital collections of electronic books, online journals, audio and image files, and movies provided by the research library community. Users can search by keyword, title, creator, subject or resource type, and searches yield a detailed and well-organized description of the resource and a link to the resource itself.  Like a number of other such sites, I would recommend trying a database that is more subject specific to your needs if there is one.

OFFSTATS: Official Statistics on the Web
http://www.library.auckland.ac.nz/subjects/stats/offstats/
Rainer Wolcke, University of Auckland Library. A meta site that pulls together links to official statistics from countries, government agencies and intergovernmental organizations. Statistics can be found by country, region or topic. Links to sources are clearly displayed. Topic links also note the source of the statistics. The topic categories are especially useful for quickly finding statistics that compare countries and regions in areas such as environment, health, social indicators and dozens of other categories.  Needless to say, the spelling and grammar are British.
Online! Citation Styles http://www.bedfordstmartins.com/online/citex.html. Bedford/St. Martin's.  Trying to use the right citation style for an online source in a paper you’re writing can drive you up a tree.  Here is a site to help you. This provides citation styles for the total range of online information: World Wide Web site, Email message, Web discussion forum posting, Listserv message, Newsgroup message, Real-time communication, Telnet, FTP, and gopher sites. Detailed descriptions and examples of each are given for MLA, APA, Chicago, and CBE. The guide is helpful in defining distinctions between citing the whole site versus citing one page or part of a site, and citing personal versus professional sites. The various types of web publications are clearly explained. 
OnlineConversion.com http://onlineconversion.com/  This site boasts that one can “convert just about anything to anything else.” And with 50,000 conversions and 5,000 units, it has an impressive range. Sure, it has the popular conversions: length, temperature, speed, volume, weight, cooking, area, fuel economy, and currency. But it also contains measurements for women’s clothing sizes between countries, light-years, density, torque, horse height, meeting room size needed for attendees, gauge and much more. 
Oxford Dictionaries http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/ This is a good dictionary for not just English, but several other languages as well.  This is produced by the organization that publishes the Oxford English Dictionary which is one of the best and most extensive dictionaries to be found.

Panoramio (maps) http://www.panoramio.com/map/#lt=42.968985&ln=-109.772644&z=7&k=2&a=1&tab=1 It even has photos of Baybay.  I find it more difficult to use than Google Earth, but I’m technologically challenged.
PDRhealth (TM) URL: http://pdrhealth.com/ Drawing on the trusted Physicians' Desk Reference (PDR®), this site provides information for prescriptions drugs, over-the-counter medications, and herbals/supplements. Included are recommended dosage, side effects, possible food and drug reactions, and in many cases pictures to assist with drug identification. But PDRHealth extends far beyond drug information. It also offers excellent overviews of numerous diseases and conditions 
PubAg  http://pubag.nal.usda.gov/pubag/home.xhtml PubAg is a portal to USDA-authored and other highly relevant agricultural research. At launch it delivers over 40,000 full-text journal articles by USDA staff and citations to an additional 340,000 articles. The initial release also previews its directions for intended functionality and will serve as the foundation for further enhancements.  This database was introduced in 2015 by the National Agricultural Library of the US Department of Agriculture. Not all articles are free, because many journals are embargoed which means you can’t get the current year for free, but you can get free articles from back issues. See also Agricola http://agricola.nal.usda.gov/ for additional information.
PubChem URL: http://pubchem.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/ PubChem is a search tool for chemical information, divided into three areas: Compounds, Substances, and BioAssays. Full entries provide detailed information with the most basic information—a general description, the molecular weight and formula, the structure, plus a Table of Contents (ToC) for the full entry—all easily found “above the fold.” Use the ToC or scroll down to retrieve more advanced information, such as bioactivity results, synonyms, chemical actions, detailed properties, and more. Each module is fully interlinked with the other sections of PubChem as well as resources in ToxNet and PubMed, providing full access to toxicology resources and the medical literature, and allowing users access to as much or as little of the chemical information as they need. 

Purdue Online Writing Lab (OWL) URL: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
Free writing resources and instructional materials for students, teachers, and trainers. Included are formatting and style guides, grammar and mechanics, internet literacy, English as a second language, and technical writing, and research. There are sections geared to writing for specific disciplines (e.g. experimental report writing in psychology) and forms (e.g. writing about poetry). This is a good site to use when starting to write a paper. 

Refdesk.com http://www.refdesk.com  Another gateway or search engine and a good one at that.  However, like all gateways, it is general rather than specific.  Refdesk.com has won numerous web site awards and accolades from reference librarians as an essential reference tool. The Reference Resources and Facts Search sections provide links to a wide array of ready reference sources, from Acronym Finder to Zip+4 Code Lookup. Conveniently located links to Britannica, the Old Farmer's Almanac, Bartlett's Quotations and Roget's Thesaurus are available, to name just a few. Current News contains an impressive list of electronic journals, newspapers, and news services. 

Research and Documentation Online http://www.dianahacker.com/resdoc/
Bedford/St. Martin’s Press. This is another database on how to cite materials in various documentation styles.  I’ve always thought you’d make a good lawyer if you could understand all the rules.  One quick and dirty way to “cheat” is to see how the articles in the bibliographies of the articles you’re using are cited. Four of the major styles (APA, MLA, Chicago, CBE) are represented here (divided by area: Humanities, Social Sciences, History, Sciences). Users can access examples of each type of citation using drop down menus or see the styles by looking at sample papers written in each style. A good source to use when starting a research paper or thesis.

Resource Discovery Network www.rdn.ac.uk. RDNC, coordinated by staff from UKOLN (University of Bath) and Kings College London.  This is a searchable web directory that links to over 35,000 Invisible Web sites and other excellent Internet resources that are not captured by conventional search engines. Material is identified and cataloged by subject and information experts in colleges, universities, and other organizations. The "hubs" of RDN, including BIOME (Health and Life Sciences), EEVL (Engineering, Mathematics and Computing), Humbul (Humanities), PSIgate (Physical Sciences) and SOSIG (Social Sciences, Business and Law), allow RDN users to browse with a single interface and conduct cross-disciplinary searching. RDN also offers "Behind the Headlines," a news service and "Virtual Training Suite," a comprehensive set of online interactive tutorials.  RDN is "aimed at Internet users in further and higher education." This is produced in England so realise that the spelling and terminology have a slightly different flavour than American English. 
RxList: The Internet Drug Index http://rxlist.com/ Like PDRhealth this is resource for in-depth drug information covering over 4,000 U.S. products. Each drug entry will contain the following information: description, clinical pharmacology, indications, usage, contraindications, warnings, precautions, drug interactions, adverse reactions, drug abuse and dependence, dosage and administration, and animal pharmacology. The fuzzy logic search engine allows for broad searching: drug names, categories, actions, and misspellings.
Scholarpedia http://www.scholarpedia.org/ Like Wikipedia on a more academic level.  You’re not as likely to find information here as in the Wikipedia, but it’s much more reliable.
Search Engine Watch searchenginewatch.com  Danny Sullivan and Chris Sherman.  This database provides tips on which search engines, gateways, etc. to use and how to use them. This searchable site provides a comprehensive listing of search engines including metacrawlers, kids search engines, and multimedia, with reviews and ratings plus statistics regarding engine usage. Links to "Recent Articles" on the home page provide background and helpful information about what is happening on the web.  This site could help many of us use the Internet more efficiently.

Shodor.org http://www.shodor.org
The Shodor Foundation, a nonprofit education and research corporation, is “dedicated to the advancement of science and math education, specifically through the use of modeling and simulation technologies.” Shodor recognized that professional computational science tools, especially graphics and animations, could be adapted for classroom use. The foundation’s Web site offers access to a repertoire of software and provides value-added aids, such as curriculum materials for students, sorted by grade and subject, for students, teachers, and parents.
Snopes.com http://www.snopes.com/  If an item on the web seems unbelievable, self-serving or suspicious, this is a good place to check its veracity.  There is much on the web that is untrue or unproven in content and malicious or biased in intent.  Let the consumer beware. This database is produced by a husband and wife team that references their findings and usually provides links to those sources.
Sources: Their Use and Acknowledgement http://www.dartmouth.edu/~sources/. Dartmouth College.  Another database on how to, when, and why you should cite sources including electronic sources.  Dartmouth is a premier US college and this database was designed for their undergraduates. A FAQ section provides some examples of special problems, such as works of art and computer programs. 

Sparknotes http://www.sparknotes.com/ Barnes & Noble Learning Network. Basically, this analyzes and gives plot summaries and study guides in the areas of literature, the arts and sciences. Information about how to cite Sparknotes is also readily available on the site. A recent addition is an online test preparation area.  The majority of the information is free.
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy http://plato.stanford.edu/ Metaphysics Research Lab, CSLI, Stanford University.  A good source for information of philosophical terms and information on particular philosophers.
Statistical Resources on the Web http://www.lib.umich.edu/govdocs/statsnew.html Grace York, University of Michigan Library Documents Center. A comprehensive portal to statistics includes information on agriculture, business and industry, consumers, cost of living, demographics, economics, education, energy, environment, finance and currency, foreign economics, foreign governments, foreign trade, government finances, health, housing, labor, military, politics, science, sociology, transportation and weather. Frames and no-frames versions of the database are available. The arrangement of the site, with an alphabetical "quick jump" index and a prominent directory of topics under broad headings, makes it easily navigable. A site map is also provided and there is a choice of search engines. 
Still Tasty http://www.stilltasty.com/ StillTasty, LLC. This database is about the shelf life of foods.  It might be of use to those in the restaurant business or home owners who can’t decide whether to keep certain items past their often inaccurate expiration date.
Strutcturae (structural engineering) http://en.structurae.de/   Gives information on specific structures such bridges, stadiums, buildings.  It contains both current and historical information. 

TechEncyclopedia http://www.techweb.com/encyclopedia/
TechWeb Network, CMP Media LLC, TechEncyclopedia provides definitions for over 20,000 information technology terms. Entries range from a brief definition to substantive background articles, many of which are credited to the Computer Desktop Encyclopedia. For anyone looking for a definition and/or background on an IT term ranging from the history of the Internet to the exact meaning of terms such as peripherals, mainframe, gigabyte, ultracard, or scsi, TechEncyclopedia is a highly useful resource.

Telephone Directories on the Web http://www.infobel.com/teldir/ Robert Hoare, creator and Webmaster; a service of Infobel (Brussels).  An index of online phone books comprising "400 links to Yellow Pages, White Pages, Business Directories, Email Addresses and Fax Listings from over 170 countries." 

Twain Quotations http://www.twainquotes.com/quotesatoz.html He’s my man! He has opinions on a wide rage of topics which are often at variance with the prejudices and opinions of his time and ours.  He also possessed a keen sense of humor and was of the most important writers the U.S. produced.  
Twenty Five Maps that Explain the English Language http://www.vox.com/2015/3/3/8053521/25-maps-that-explain-english by Libby Nelson.  Some of the items on this list seem “not quite right” to me or seem not particularly relevant, but it is still a good guide to the history of the English language.  A more comprehensive study can be viewed by downloading the nine part series with Robert MacNeil entitled The Story of the English Language https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL1D7D66BB5B1DFE43 These are strictly for the curious.

UNdata: a World of information. http://data.un.org/ For international statistics on a broad range of topics, this is the place to go. A collection of statistics and data sets from nearly thirty United Nations databases, UNdata contains more than 60 million records from various UN groups (UNESCO, UNHCR, Food and Agriculture Organization, World Health Organization). Users can use the keyword search, view country profiles, limit results to specific UN organizations, and explore popular topics (population, crime, health). Statistics are presented full-text, and data is downloadable. Updated frequently, this source is helpful for librarians, researchers, and general users.
UNESCO Institute for Statistics (United Nations) http://www.uis.unesco.org/ev.php?ID=2867_201&ID2=DO_TOPIC Statistics of a scientific, educational, cultural nature.

United States Census Bureau. International Database (IDB) http://www.census.gov/ipc/www/idb/  This has statistics and statistical projections from 1950 to 2050.
United States Consumer Product Safety Commission http://www.cpsc.gov/ The Consumer Product Safety Commission’s website is an essential resource for anyone concerned about the safety and potential health risks of consumer products. One of the most useful features on the site is the Recall and Product Safety News database, which is searchable by date, product type, company, country of manufacture, and more. 
Urban Legends http://urbanlegends.about.com/ This is another site that can be used to determine if something you saw on the web or heard is true or not.  I don’t think it is as well organized or well referenced as Snopes.com and is junked up with too much advertizing.  

WebElements Periodic Table http://www.webelements.com/ Mark Winter, University of Sheffield Dept. of Chemistry.  This is your periodic table online. n. Researchers click on the symbol for any element on the periodic table displayed on the home page. Information given for each element includes the name for the element in several languages, essentials (name, symbol, atomic weight, etc.), description, and isolation. Sidebars provide well-known compounds that contain the element and more detailed information on the element’s properties and history. 
Web Gallery of Art, http://www.wga.hu/index.html
This website is a virtual museum and searchable database of European art.  It offers information related to art from the Medieval, Renaissance, Baroque, Neoclassicist, Romantic, Realist, and Impressionist periods.  It includes over 30,000 images, artist biographies, commentaries, and guided tours.  Users can take various “tours” including a European sculptors or an Italian painters tour.  Accompanying each thumbnail image is the artist, title, year, medium, and owner (museum) information.  Thumbnail images often include links to other works by that particular artist.
Author/Publisher: Emil Krén and Dániel Marx
Free / Fee-based: Free

Webopedia www.pcwebopedia.com  INT Media Group, Inc.  This Web site advertises itself as the "only online dictionary and search engine you need for computer and Internet technology."  The Webopedia is more than a dictionary; it is really similar to a concise encyclopedia. In addition to a searchable database of terms, there are short articles on topics such as "The Science of Color," found under the "Did You Know" link on the home page. A "Term of the Day" feature, which can be sent to your e-mail address, and a list of the "Top 15 Terms" provide starting points for the casual browser. 

Where to find MSDS [Materials Safety Data Sheets] on the Internet
http://www.ilpi.com/msds/index.html Dr. Rob Toreki, Interactive Learning Paradigms Incorporated.  If you are working with hazardous chemicals, this site is worth checking out.  It gives you physical and chemical characteristics, hazards, safe handling, emergency and first aid procedures and more. “Where to Find MSDS on the Internet” provides descriptions of and links to over 100 free MSDS collections available on the Internet. The sites are divided into general, government and nonprofit agencies, chemical manufacturers and suppliers, pesticides, and miscellaneous sites. The site also includes an MSDS FAQ, a glossary of common MSDS terms, over 325 relevant government regulations, suppliers and more supplementary material. 

Wikipedia http://www.wikipedia.org/ Almost anyone can add to this, so don’t put your absolute trust in what you find there. The editors try to verify the information as best they can.
WikiPilipinas  http://en.wikipilipinas.org/index.php?title=Main_Page  A multidiscipline database.  Everything from entertainment to science and technology. The material tends to be more popular than academic, but it’s worth checking out.
Wikiquote http://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Main_Page Another good source of quotations.  Check out H.L. Mencken. http://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/H._L._Mencken He’s another of my favorite cranks.  Anyone can add to this, so double check source before using.  There are many mistaken attributions, misquotes, and deliberately false attributions on the web.  This site appears to be much better sourced, contextualized and documented than Brainy Quote, which I decided to delete from this list. It also indicates when a quote is attributed but unverified.  Bartlett’s is the gold standard and there are much later editions than 1919.  Many of the quoted in here weren’t even born in 1919.
Wolfram alpha http://www.wolframalpha.com/ This is an amazing attempt to make information accessible on your computer.  You can find information on a host of subjects, work math problems, etc.  I strongly recommend viewing the introduction presentation 

 + Click to follow link" \t "_blank" 
http://www.wolframalpha.com/screencast/introducingwolframalpha.html
 before you start using it.   I cannot begin to describe what-all can be done with this reference database. 
Wordnik: All the Words http://www.wordnik.com/ Much more than an interactive online dictionary of English. Beyond giving definitions from the 2008 American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language and other sources, Wordnik provides example sentences showing words in context, information about words’ frequency and use patterns, related words, and more. 
Wordsmyth: The Educational Dictionary-Thesaurus http://www.wordsmyth.net/ Wordsmyth Collaboratory.  This database is designed to work the way people think. A spell-like button makes it easy to look up words even if you aren't sure how they are spelled. The simple search mode offers quick and easy lookups, while the advanced mode allows the user to specify which fields will be displayed in the results. An interactive result page is returned including lists of synonyms for which definitions are just a click away. Example sentences and phrases, and indicators of context and grammar are included. 

World Bank Data and Research http://econ.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/EXTDEC/0,,menuPK:476823~pagePK:64165236~piPK:64165141~theSitePK:469372,00.html  A good statistical source.
yourDictionary.com http://www.yourdictionary.com by Dr. Robert Beard and an Advisory Council of Experts. This gives access to 1800 dictionaries with more than 250 languages including Cebuano and Tagalog. 
JOURNALS AND NEWSPAPERS (free full text articles): 
Note: Databases like the Directory of Open Access Journals and Highwire Press have thousands of journal titles with free full text articles.  This is just a very small sampling of titles worth noting.

Asia Times Online. http://www.atimes.com/ A good source for area news.
Business week (US) http://www.businessweek.com/index.html 
Christian Science Monitor http://www.csmonitor.com/ A national (US) newspaper not usually doctrinaire despite its sponsor. 

Chronicling America http://www.loc.gov/chroniclingamerica/ Digitized newspapers mostly of historical interest. 

CNS Spectrums http://www.cnsspectrums.com/default.aspx Neuropsychiatric medicine.
Ecology and Society http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/  The journal’s title pretty well explains the contents.

Europhysics Letters http://www.iop.org/EJ/journal/EPL Self-explanatory.
Faulkner Information Services http://www.faulkner.com This company deals in computer security products and services.  For most information therein a subscription is required.  There are free daily publications on telecommunications and the cyberscape.   

Historic American Newspapers http://www.loc.gov/chroniclingamerica/ A limited number of newspapers, but free from the Library of Congress.
JOM Open Access Articles http://www.tms.org/pubs/journals/JOM/articles.html Materials science and metallurgy.  The name of the journal is JOM and back issues are free after a number of years. 
Journal of Biology http://jbiol.com/  Free articles.

The Nation (US) http://www.thenation.com/ Weekly news

National Geographic Daily News http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/#  The National Geographic is criticized as “science lite,” but it contains interesting articles on a variety of subjects and the organization sponsors many projects of benefit to the planet.
New York Times http://www.nytimes.com/ Daily news from a very important newspaper.  You must register (free) and can only view around 10 articles a month without paying to view.
The Onion (satire) http://www.theonion.com/content/index Sometimes raunchy or sophomoric, but funny.
Physical Review Archive 1958- http://prola.aps.org/ Primarily physics and some physical chemistry.

Sci-News.com http://sci-news.com/ This online site provides the latest scientific news in a popular format.

Science Now http://sciencenow.sciencemag.org/ Published by the AAAS (American Association for the Advancement of Science) http://www.scienceonline.org/ is essentially the same thing in a different format. The former is the daily news address and the latter more of a long term magazine format. Not all the articles in the latter are free.
Time Magazine http://www.time.com Time is one of the major US news magazines although its quality seems to me to have declined over the years.  Access to current headlines is just the beginning of the site's scope. The ability to view editions from Europe or Asia, lets users see what other people are reading, and lets them compare, side-by-side, alternate editions' covers.  The For Kids edition links to its own website and is designed for teachers of children in Grades K-6. Articles can be printed, e-mailed, or linked to a variety of Web 2.0 sites such as Del.icio.us, Technorati, and Google. A Sphere link allows users to search for related articles or blogs.  Most impressively, the magazine's entire run is full-text searchable and provides journal cover images as well.

US News & World Report http://www.usnews.com/ A weekly news magazine.
Wall Street Journal http://online.wsj.com/public/us This one recently started charging for some articles.  The Times (London) was on this list, but is now by subscription only. Thank you, Rupert Murdoch.

Washington Post (free registration required) http://www.washingtonpost.com/ This is another major US paper.
INTERNET RADIO AND TV PROGRAMS
All Things Considered (National Public Radio) http://www.npr.org/templates/rundowns/rundown.php?prgId=2 Radio journalism at its best - balanced and intelligent.  Broadcasts are available on a one day delay with hourly updated headlines in real time.

BBC News http://news.bbc.co.uk/ The Beeb as it’s known is an excellent source of international news.  The video attachments don’t seem to work very well around here.  The BBC Homepage is http://www.bbc.co.uk/ They also have live news and entertainment radio broadcasts.
Classical music WHRO http://www.whro.org/home/html/liveradio/shoutcast/whro.wax (one of many sources) Use the NPR Homepage (National Public Radio) http://www.npr.org/  for many more sources of classical, folk, jazz, and news.  Click on Find a Station in the upper left corner of the screen or check out the types of music available at the bottom of the page and a list of stations on the right side of the screen.
PBS Newshour (TV) http://www.pbs.org/newshour/  may change to newshour.pbs.org  By far the best US news broadcast in streaming video on a one day delay. Balanced and intelligent.  Also includes, extra features and blogs on the homepage. The PBS Homepage (Public Broadcasting Service) is http://www.pbs.org/.  There are some very interesting programs you can watch on a variety of subjects.  Unfortunately, many cannot be viewed in the Philippines.  There doesn’t seem to be any logic behind why some can be viewed and others cannot.  

Woodsongs Old Time Radio Hour (folk, bluegrass, Celtic, blues, etc.) http://www.woodsongs.com/ An excellent selection of over 500 broadcasts of various artists. Some of the later programs are also available as streaming video.

SOFTWARE

Adobe Acrobat Reader (free).  It lacks many of the bells and whistles of the full Adobe package, but it is quite adequate for reading and printing pdf files. It should be put on all computers that will be used to download full-text articles as pdf files are better than html files for most purposes. http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html
BibMe http://www.bibme.org/ Bibme, LLC.  This and the Son of Citation Machine (below) are programs that put your bibliographic citations in the format your professors has assigned you to use.  I’m more familiar with the Son of Citation Machine, but you might want to see which you find easier to use.
CCleaner http://www.piriform.com This is a program that removes stuff from your computer that is slowing it down. You can also use it to remove programs that refuse to allow themselves to be removed using your control panel.  It’s free, but they also have more advanced versions for sale.
Google Translate http://translate.google.com/# American Library Association recommended.  It can be used to translate passages into or out of Filipino among other languages.

Open Source Ecology http://opensourceecology.org/ I really couldn’t think of a better location for this site which could prove very valuable to Filipinos.  It contains blueprints and instructions for building inexpensive machinery like tractors, combines and chipper shredders.  The designs are all tested by engineers.  I strongly recommend this site.

Readability http://lab.arc90.com/experiments/readability/ This program can turn a web page into something that looks more a printed page so it’s easier on the eyeballs.  Drag their badge to just below your browser and you can click on it when the spirit moves you.  If the badge won’t drag, there is an alternate copy and paste method as well.
Son of Citation Machine  http://citationmachine.net/
David Warlick & The Landmark Project. This is a way to make sure your citations are in the correct format.   You can enter your citation and it will put it in the proper style format. This is an “interactive web tool designed to assist high school, college, and university students, their teachers, and independent researchers in their effort to respect other people's intellectual properties.” This tool allows users to enter citation information for various types of print and electronic resources to produce a MLA, APA, or Chicago formatted bibliographic reference and parenthetical citation. The Turabian citation section is under construction.  Having used Turabian you should thank your stars you don’t have to.  You almost have to be a Philadelphia lawyer to figure it out.
Stackly  http://stackly.org/s by Highwire Press. This is free, but you have to register.  I’m putting this in with the Software section because it is a tool you can use to organize your research into “stacks” (bibliographies, links to full text articles, or the articles themselves).  You can also use it to make bibliographic citations.  In addition, there are already “stacks” of articles on a subject or tables of contents from various journals that have been created by other users.  Many items are free and full text. Its use is not restricted to just Highwire Press.

FINAL NOTE:

I’ve been doing university level reference work for over 30 years, so I know many of the tricks of the trade.  I’m here as a volunteer which means I’m working for you, so don’t hesitate to ask me for help.  I actually enjoy finding the answers to reference questions.  My hearing is not very good, so you may have to write your questions out and/or email them to me.  My email is c-steele@onu.edu. Put “reference question” or “article request” in the subject field of you email, so I don’t mistake your message for spam or a scam.   CES

